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Statement by the
Prime Minister

on World WORLD TEACHERS' DAY

Teachers’ Day

Statement by the Prime Minister

October 5, 2022
Ottawa, Ontario
The Prime Minister, Justin Trudeau, today issued the following statement on World Teachers’Day:

“Today, on World Teachers’'Day, we recognize and honour the crucial role teachers and educators play in building better
communities.

“During my time as a teacher, | saw firsthand the important work Canadian teachers do, often under challenging
conditions. Today, | am launching the nomination period for the 2023 Prime Ministers Awards for Teaching Excellence and
Teaching Excellence in STEM and Prime Ministers Awards for Excellence in Early Childhood Education. These awards are
given to exceptional elementary and secondary school teachers and early childhood educators. | encourage Canadians to
recognize an outstanding teacher or educator who has made a real difference in their community by nominating them for
these awards.

“This years theme - The transformation of education begins with teachers - reminds us that teachers and educators
deserve to work in a supportive environment, have access to professional development, and be empowered to be
innovative and creative to ensure their students can succeed.

“From critical thinking to coding and literacy, educators are helping the next generation develop the skills they need to
adapt to our rapidly changing world, succeed in tomorrows economy, and find solutions to future challenges. Teachers go
above and beyond their basic job descriptions. On any given day, they serve as mentors, advocates, and counsellors to
their pupils. Educators act as guides who inspire students of all ages to give the best of themselves while learning and
growing as individuals.

“The Government of Canada continues to take meaningful action to ensure teachers and educators across the country
have the tools they need and are able to work in a safe environment. We transferred an additional $100 million to
provinces and territories in July as part of the Safe Return to Class Fund, building on our previous investment of $2 billion.
Together, this funding is helping improve learning spaces, including air ventilation upgrades, and allowing for the
purchase of personal protective equipment and cleaning supplies.

“Beyond our borders, the Government of Canada works with global partners and ministries of education around the world
to ensure every classroom has a qualified, motivated, and well-supported teacher who can unleash childrens learning
potential, including in crisis contexts.

“On behalf of the Government of Canada, | thank all teachers and educators for the incredible work they do and their
adaptability every day on the job. Thanks to your dedication and commitment, you continue to change lives and
communities for the better.”
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Reuniting
families
across the
country

11-10-22

October 11, 2022—Brampton, Ontario—Family reunification plays a significant role in attracting, retaining and
integrating immigrants who contribute to our success as a country. Canada has an extremely generous family
sponsorship program, which allows Canadian citizens and permanent residents the option to bring their parents
and grandparents to Canada as permanent residents.

Member of Parliament Sonia Sidhu, on behalf of the Honourable Sean Fraser, Minister of Immigration, Refugees
and Citizenship, alongside Member of Parliament Shafqat Ali, today announced that Immigration, Refugees and
Citizenship Canada (IRCC) will continue to reunite families by accepting up to 15,000 complete applications for
sponsorship under the Parents and Grandparents Program this year. This week, IRCC will begin sending invitations
to apply to 23,100 interested potential sponsors—enough to make sure we receive our goal of 15,000 applications.
Invitations will be sent over the course of 2 weeks.

Due to the number of interest to sponsor forms remaining in the pool of submissions from 2020, IRCC will send
invitations to apply to randomly selected potential sponsors from that pool instead of opening a new interest to
sponsor form. This is the same approach taken for the 2021 intake. Anyone who submitted an interest to sponsor
form in 2020, but who did not receive an invitation to apply in January 2021 or September 2021, is encouraged to
check the email account they provided when they submitted their interest.

As with last year, those invited to apply as part of this process will use our new Permanent Residence Portal or the
Representative Permanent Residence Portal, which allows applications to be submitted electronically. This is part
of our commitment to modernize Canada’s immigration system, and speed up and simplify the application
process.

Recognizing that many potential sponsors may have experienced financial difficulties in recent years because of
the pandemic, IRCC will once again use a lower income requirement for the sponsorship of parents and
grandparents. For the 2020 and 2021 tax years, the income requirement for sponsors will be the minimum
necessary income, instead of the minimum necessary income plus 30%, and regular Employment Insurance
benefits and temporary COVID-19 benefits (such as the Canada Emergency Response Benefit) will be allowed to
be included toward the sponsor’s income. These measures will ensure that sponsors and applicants are not
unfairly penalized for a temporary loss of a sponsor’s income during the pandemic.

Those who wish to reunite with their parents and grandparents in Canada, but who are not invited this year, may
consider having their parents or grandparents apply for a super visa, a multiple-entry visa that is valid for 10
years. Enhancements to the super visa, implemented in the summer of 2022, allow super visa holders to stay in
Canada for up to 5 years at a time, with the option to extend their visit by up to 2 years at a time without leaving
the country. These changes make it easier for Canadian citizens and permanent residents to reunite with their
parents and grandparents in Canada for longer periods of time.

Government of Canada
www.canadiandays.ca 19



Statement by the Prime Minister
on the results of the provincial
election in Quebec

Statement by the Prime Minister

RESULTS OF THE QUEBEC

PROVINGIAL ELECTION

October 3, 2022

Ottawa, Ontario

The Prime Minister, Justin Trudeau, today issued the following statement on the results of the
provincial election in Quebec:

“On behalf of the Government of Canada, | would like to congratulate Francois Legault and the
Coalition Avenir Québec on their re-election.

“I look forward to continuing to work with Premier Legault and the Government of Quebec to
address issues of importance to Quebecers and all Canadians. This includes fostering the growth of
the green economy, fighting climate change, finding solutions to labour shortages, making life more
affordable, helping create new affordable housing, investing in infrastructure, and building a clean
and prosperous future.

“Together, we will make Quebec, which we are so proud of, an even better place to live.” PMO



Statement by Statement by the Prime

the Prime WUMEN!S
Minister on HISTORY MONTH

Women’s
History Month

October 1, 2022
Ottawa, Ontario
The Prime Minister, Justin Trudeau, today issued the following statement on Women’s History Month:

“Throughout our history, women have played an invaluable role in shaping Canada. This October, we mark the
30th anniversary of Women’s History Month, an opportunity to celebrate the outstanding achievements of women
in creating a more fair country, and to recognize the work that still needs to be done.

“This year’s theme - She did, so now | can — honours women trailblazers who raised their voices as agents of
change in fields where they were under-represented, including the arts, education, and politics, and paved the way
for future generations of women and girls to succeed. From women like Rosemary Brown, the first Black woman in
Canada to sit in a provincial legislature, who inspired more women to pursue politics, to Sheila Watt-Cloutier, a
Nobel Peace Prize nominee and Inuk activist, who identified the link between climate change and human rights,
Canada is a better place because of the hard work and determination of these trailblazers.

“We have made a lot of progress since the first Women’s History Month 30 years ago. Thanks to the hard work of
activists and feminist movements, women in Canada have the right to choose, paid parental leave, and - in
federally regulated workplaces - the right to be paid the same as their counterparts. Earlier this year, the
employment rate of women aged 25-54 reached a record high, which is spurring economic growth across the
country.

“We must continue to break down systemic barriers for women. That’s why the Government of Canada is
delivering on our promise to build a Canada-wide Early Learning and Child Care system, which is helping reduce
costs for regulated child care this year and will achieve $10-a-day child care on average from coast to coast to
coast in the coming years.

“We are also dedicated to empowering women and girls around the world, which helps reduce poverty and fosters
well-being. By continuing to promote gender equality, including through Canada’s Feminist International
Assistance Policy, we will continue to invest in addressing the root causes of inequality, including access to
affordable child care and necessary sexual and reproductive health, and help break down barriers for the next 30
years and beyond.

“On behalf of the Government of Canada, Sophie and | encourage all Canadians to use the hashtag
#WomensHistoryMonth to share and learn more about the women that have shaped, and continue to shape, our
country. This month and every month, let’s celebrate the many women making history and building a better
Canada for everyone.” PMO



Statement by
the Prime

‘ PERSONS DAY | Minister on

: Persons Day

October 18, 2022
Ottawa, Ontario

The Prime Minister, Justin Trudeau, today issued the following statement on Persons Day:

“Today, on Persons Day, we celebrate the resolve of the Famous Five, who helped ensure a better and fairer Canada
where women can participate equally in all aspects of life.

“On October 18, 1929, a landmark decision gave women the legal status of ‘persons’ and the right to serve as
senators. This was made possible by the efforts of five Canadian women who joined efforts to ensure equal rights
for women in Canada. As a result, our country’s highest court of appeal at the time declared the exclusion of women
from public offices ‘a relic of days more barbarous than ours.’

“While it must be noted the Famous Five case ruling did not benefit all women, including Indigenous women and
women of Asian heritage and descent, it did mark critical progress in the advancement of gender equality in Canada,
and it paved the way for subsequent generations of women to continue their push for equality, respect, and justice.

“Achieving gender equality is a key priority which informs and guides all the work of the Government of Canada. To
support this vision, we introduced the Gender Results Framework in 2018, which sets out our goals, tracks progress,
and keeps the government accountable. In Budget 2022, we proposed new measures to make further progress
toward these goals by ensuring more positions for women in senior management and leadership roles and
increasing the number of women and underrepresented groups as administrators of Canada’s justice system. And
we are delivering on our promise to build a Canada-wide early learning and child care system, which is already
helping reduce costs for regulated child care this year, and is progressing toward $10-a-day child care on average
from coast to coast to coast in the coming years. Access to affordable child care is a key contributor to women’s
economic participation.

“Internationally, Canada continues to support the United Nations’ Sustainable Development Goals by advancing
global efforts to empower women and girls around the world. This work is crucial at a time when the human rights
and freedoms of so many women and girls continue to be restricted or rolled back. Right now, as women, girls, and
students in Iran are bravely standing up to the oppressive Iranian regime, Canada is standing with them. Recently,
we implemented further measures against the Iranian regime and its so-called “morality police,” and we will
continue to use every tool at our disposal to implement the most robust sanctions in the world.

“As we celebrate Women’s History Month this October, we reaffirm our commitment to upholding the rights of
women and girls everywhere. On this day, | invite all Canadians to continue standing up for the equality that makes
our country such a great place to call home.”

PMO

canadiandays.ca 22
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Statement by the Prime Minister
on World Mental Health Day
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HEALTH DAY

October 10, 2022
Ottawa, Ontario
The Prime Minister, Justin Trudeau, today issued the following statement on World Mental Health Day:

“Today, we mark World Mental Health Day, an opportunity to raise awareness of the mental health challenges
that can impact all of us. We all know someone who struggles with their mental health, or is struggling
themselves. Whether its you personally, a family member, or a friend, we are working to get everyone the access
to the mental health care they need, when they need it.

“Mental health is health. Over the past couple of years, Canadians have experienced rising levels of depression
and anxiety. Thats why we launched the Wellness Together Canada portal and the PocketWell app to provide free
on-demand access to direct counselling, live community support, and a large network of other mental health
resources. From coast to coast to coast, we are investing in projects that deliver mental health supports to those
who need it most, while we work with the provinces and territories to improve mental health care by developing
national standards.

“This years theme for World Mental Health Day is ‘Make mental health & well-being for all a global priority.'We
are working with our global partners to make mental health care a reality around the world. This includes
supporting experienced humanitarian partners worldwide in providing life-saving immediate assistance, such as
psychosocial support in emergency settings and helping address the mental health needs of people in low- and
middle-income countries, in particular young people.

“Today, on behalf of the Government of Canada, | thank all those who provide invaluable services in support of
mental health well-being, in Canada and around the world. Lets continue to take good care of ourselves and one
another when we need it most - because thats what Canadians do. And lets keep working together to end the
stigma and improve mental health care for everyone.”



Statement by the Prime Minister on the
International Day of the Girl

Statement by the Prime Minister

INTERNATIONAL

DAY OF THE GIRL

October 11, 2022

Ottawa, Ontario

The Prime Minister, Justin Trudeau, today issued the following statement on the International Day of the
Girl:

“On the 10th anniversary of the International Day of the Girl, we celebrate the power of girls everywhere by
championing their human rights here at home and around the world.

“This years theme, ‘Our time is now - our rights, our future, is particularly timely as women, girls, and
students in Iran bravely stand up to the oppressive Iranian regime. They have the right to live their lives, to
make their own choices, and to express themselves peacefully. We are standing with them. Thats why, last
week, Canada announced further measures against the Iranian regime and its so-called “morality police,”
and we will continue to use every tool at our disposal to implement the most robust sanctions in the world.

“Canada is a global leader and champion for advancing gender equality, human rights, and the
empowerment of women and girls in all their diversity. That is why they are central to our efforts to
implement the United Nations'(UN) 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and at the heart of our
Feminist International Assistance Policy. Through this policy, we are working with our international partners
to help reduce inequality, address the unique challenges faced by girls and women, and ensure their
human rights are respected. This includes supporting targeted programming such as Girls Not Brides, UN
agencies, and grassroots organizations in developing countries, to help adolescent girls stay in school,
remain healthy, and decide their own future. Canada will continue to support and empower girls and
women around the world so that they can be changemakers and drive progress in their communities
toward a brighter future.

“The International Day of the Girl takes place during Womens History Month, which is recognized each
October across Canada. On this occasion, | encourage all Canadians to continue standing up for girls, now
and into the future.” PMO



Delivering good jobs and
strengthening Canada’s
clean economy

News Release
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Sorel-Tracy, Quebec

To fight climate change and build a clean, strong economy, we need technologies like electric vehicles and
batteries. Thats why we are taking advantage of Canadas abundance of critical minerals and world-leading
innovation - to supply the clean economy with the technologies it needs, and deliver clean air and good jobs for
Canadians.

The Prime Minister, Justin Trudeau, was joined today by Minister of Innovation, Science and Industry, Francois-
Philippe Champagne, to announce a new proposed federal investment of up to $222 million through the
Strategic Innovation Fund to help Rio Tinto Fer et Titane (RTFT) to increase its production of critical minerals,
including lithium, titanium, and scandium. These critical minerals will go into products like electric vehicles and
batteries, which are increasingly in demand within Canada and globally. This investment will help feed clean
technology supply chains at home and abroad, setting up Canadian workers and the Canadian economy for
success.

This investment will also aim to cut emissions at RTFTS plant in Sorel-Tracy, Quebec, almost in half by 2030,
including by electrifying furnaces and replacing coal. In total, this investment will help create up to 150 good
Canadian jobs and maintain a strong workforce at RTFT, including highly skilled positions.

The Government of Canada will continue to take real action on climate change while creating good, middle-class
jobs. This includes strengthening our critical minerals supply chains and developing and building clean
technologies here in Canada. For today and for generations to come, we will deliver clean air good jobs, and a
strong economy. PMO
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“Thanksgiving is a time to celebrate the harvest season. It is a chance to be there
for one another and recognize the people who make a difference in our lives.

“Over the past two years, people have had each other’s backs. As we recover from
the pandemic, we give a heartfelt thanks to countless volunteers, food banks, and
charities who lend a hand to help make a better world. We also thank our everyday
heroes, from health care workers to members of the Canadian Armed Forces and
humanitarian aid workers, who all dedicate their lives to service and help change
our world for the better.

“On behalf of the Government of Canada, Sophie and | wish everyone a happy
Thanksgiving filled with good company, happiness, and peace.”
PMO
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